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People-People-friendlyfriendly  streetsstreets in in
FranceFrance

ChildstreetChildstreet 2005, Delft, 2005, Delft,
NetherlandsNetherlands, August 2005, August 2005
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FirstFirst
realizations ofrealizations of
the seventies inthe seventies in
ChambChambééryry-le--le-
Haut ...with theHaut ...with the
help of help of JoostJoost
VVààhlhl

City of Chambéry
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ChambChambééryry-le-Haut: detail-le-Haut: detail

Inside theInside the
neighbourhoodneighbourhood

of  this "newof  this "new
town" in thetown" in the
North ofNorth of
ChambChambééryry

(15 000(15 000
inhabitants)inhabitants)

City of Chambéry
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Early traffic calming inEarly traffic calming in
LorientLorient around schools around schools

A safer street for parents andA safer street for parents and
children on the way to schoolchildren on the way to school

City of Lorient

City of Lorient
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Calming traffic on main roads cuttingCalming traffic on main roads cutting
through villages and neighbourhoods:through villages and neighbourhoods:
the the ““safer citiessafer cities”” national programme national programme
of the eightiesof the eighties

ChambChambééryry-le--le-
Haut Haut ““beforebefore…”…” a a
heavy traffickedheavy trafficked
main road cuttingmain road cutting
through a "citythrough a "city
centre"centre"

City of Chambéry/Certu
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ChambChambééryry-le-Haut main road-le-Haut main road
““afterafter……""

Cars nowCars now
slowly driveslowly drive
throughthrough
what haswhat has
become abecome a
"real" city"real" city
centrecentre
which cutwhich cut
the accidentthe accident
rate by 50%rate by 50%

City of Chambéry/Certu
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... and access to the main road through... and access to the main road through
a 30km/hour zone in a 30km/hour zone in ChambChambééryry-le-Haut-le-Haut

Right in the Right in the èèightiesighties,,
ChambChambééryry introduced a introduced a
30 km/h zone to give30 km/h zone to give
access to theaccess to the
completely redesignedcompletely redesigned
"safer city main road""safer city main road"

City of Chambéry/Certu
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ArnageArnage

Another example of theAnother example of the
redesigning of a mainredesigning of a main
road which vastlyroad which vastly
improved safety and lifeimproved safety and life
in this small townin this small town

CertuCertu
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A famous main road,  the A famous main road,  the ““NationaleNationale 7 7””,,
immortalized by Charles immortalized by Charles TrenetTrenet, here in, here in

MontMontéélimarlimar, refurbished to become ", refurbished to become "AllAllééeses
provenprovenççalesales""…… now a local  now a local ““zone 30zone 30""

through traffic isthrough traffic is
now led aroundnow led around
the city on athe city on a
motorway built inmotorway built in
the ninetiesthe nineties

Certu

Certu
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In In LorientLorient a local main distributor a local main distributor
changed into an urban boulevard "ruechanged into an urban boulevard "rue

MonistrolMonistrol" where traffic is slowing" where traffic is slowing
down and pedestrians can crossdown and pedestrians can cross

... without being overrun... without being overrun
and where cyclists haveand where cyclists have
their own right-of-waytheir own right-of-way

City of Lorient

City of Lorient
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Some years ago, after a political change,Some years ago, after a political change,
even the French even the French capitalcapital changed 4-lane changed 4-lane

main arteries into 2-lane "main arteries into 2-lane "epacesepaces  civiliscivilisééss""
Boulevard Jean Boulevard Jean JaurJaurèèss, 19th: before, 19th: before
and after situation, with much moreand after situation, with much more
space for pedestrians,space for pedestrians,
cyclists and busescyclists and buses

City of ParisCity of Paris

City of Paris
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Another Parisian "Another Parisian "espaceespace  civilisciviliséé""
with different layout boulevard dewith different layout boulevard de

ClichyClichy
pedestrians andpedestrians and
cyclists now move atcyclists now move at
ease in the centreease in the centre
("mall" effect) and("mall" effect) and
buses drive aroundbuses drive around
the central spacethe central space

City of Paris

City of Paris
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GrenobleGrenoble, when re-introducing modern, when re-introducing modern
trams in 1987, redesigned all publictrams in 1987, redesigned all public
open space around the tram andopen space around the tram and
extended pedestrian zonesextended pedestrian zones

A mixed useA mixed use
tram- andtram- and
pedestrianpedestrian
area in thearea in the
city centre ofcity centre of
GrenobleGrenoble FL
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GrenobleGrenoble: from flyover to tram: from flyover to tram
and urban boulevardand urban boulevard
Built in the sixties, thisBuilt in the sixties, this
flyover on the flyover on the ““grandsgrands
boulevardsboulevards”” has been has been
recently destroyed inrecently destroyed in
view of the third tramview of the third tram
line now underline now under
constructionconstruction

SMTC

SMTC
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Bordeaux, from narrow 2-lane carBordeaux, from narrow 2-lane car
street to tram + 1-car lane "street to tram + 1-car lane "courscours

  Alsace Lorraine"Alsace Lorraine"
Bordeaux used theBordeaux used the
tram (with tram (with interrailinterrail
electric drive in orderelectric drive in order
to avoid overheadto avoid overhead
feeder lines) to reducefeeder lines) to reduce
car traffic andcar traffic and
redynamizeredynamize city centre city centre
lifelife

Cub
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Montpellier too introducedMontpellier too introduced
the tram and mixed use pedestrian-the tram and mixed use pedestrian-
tram streetstram streets
RueRue
MagueloneMaguelone
comingcoming
from thefrom the
stationstation
towardstowards
thethe
beautifulbeautiful
place de laplace de la
ComComéédiedie

Montpellier Agglomération
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The "The "aireaire  pipiéétonnetonne" concept is a mix of" concept is a mix of
pedestrian area and "pedestrian area and "woonerfwoonerf" but" but

more or less open to carsmore or less open to cars
according to the mayoraccording to the mayor’’s decisions decision

This This isis a " a "closedclosed""
(for cars) "aire(for cars) "aire
pipiéétonne" tonne" thereforetherefore
strictlystrictly  reservedreserved for for
pedestrianspedestrians  andand
cyclistscyclists; ; thethe
concept + panelconcept + panel
werewere  introducedintroduced in in
19901990 Certu
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A Parisian A Parisian ““aireaire  pipiéétonnetonne””  close to  close to
the the ““woonerfwoonerf”” street:  street: MontorgueilMontorgueil

Also closed to carsAlso closed to cars
except for deliveriesexcept for deliveries
and residents toand residents to
access their garageaccess their garage
or pick upor pick up
passengers (15passengers (15
km/h maximumkm/h maximum
speed)speed)

City of Paris

City of Paris



10
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In In LorientLorient, a , a woonerfwoonerf like street,  like street, ““courcour
urbaineurbaine”” in French, but which is in fact in French, but which is in fact

a a ““Zone 30Zone 30”” before the concept entered before the concept entered
legislationlegislation

Maximum speed: 30 km/hMaximum speed: 30 km/h

City of Lorient

City of Lorient
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A "real" Zone 30 A "real" Zone 30 withwith "official" panel  "official" panel whichwhich
enteredentered French  French legislationlegislation
in 1990 but in 1990 but diddid not  not spreadspread
((slowlyslowly...) till 1995 ...) till 1995 andand
more more oftenoften  thanthan not in not in
residentialresidential  neighbourhoodsneighbourhoods

This This exampleexample  isis a  a costlycostly one;  one; thethe
onlyonly  layoutlayout obligation  obligation isis to have a to have a
specialspecial slow-down  slow-down devicedevice  atat
entrance entrance andand exit + panel;  exit + panel; traffictraffic
rulesrules  likelike in  in anayanay  otherother  streetstreet

Certu
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Zones 30 are to Zones 30 are to bebe  foundfound
nownow  everywhereeverywhere in France in France
shown here: a city-centre street inshown here: a city-centre street in
LorientLorient

City of Lorient
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Aix Aix wherewhere  thethe main city centre "cour" main city centre "cour"
waswas  changedchanged  intointo a Zone 30 a Zone 30

Certu

Certu
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"Zones 30" in small towns and"Zones 30" in small towns and
villagesvillages

Right: Right: QuQuéévenven in in
BrittanyBrittany

Below: Below: RouffachRouffach in in
the East of Francethe East of France

Certu

Certu
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Zones 30 in commercial main streetsZones 30 in commercial main streets

Right: main commercialRight: main commercial
street/route in Parisianstreet/route in Parisian

outskirts:outskirts:

FontenayFontenay-aux-Roses-aux-Roses

Below right:Below right:
smallsmall
provincialprovincial
town withtown with
less carless car
pressurepressure

Certu

Certu
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TheThe  ParisianParisian  namename for quiet "Zones for quiet "Zones
30" 30" isis "Green  "Green neighbourhoodsneighbourhoods""

"Quartier vert ""Quartier vert "
Aligre,Aligre,
in ain a
residentialresidential
area inarea in
Paris, 12thParis, 12th
arrondissementarrondissement

City of Paris
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Parisian "zone 30 greenParisian "zone 30 green
neighbourhoodsneighbourhoods""

Upper right:Upper right:
rue rue dudu Plateau Plateau

Below :Below :
VoVoûûtete  BelBel Air Air

City of Paris

City of Paris
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QuartierQuartier  vertvert, zone 30 , zone 30 AlAléésiasia

City of Paris

City of Paris

City of Paris
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""VVééloroutesloroutes -  - voiesvoies  vertesvertes" in Lyon" in Lyon
and Parisand Paris

These car-free green itineraries forThese car-free green itineraries for
pedestrians, cyclists and rollers can bepedestrians, cyclists and rollers can be

permanent like above right, in Lyonpermanent like above right, in Lyon
Some othersSome others
are car-freeare car-free
on Sundayson Sundays
only, likeonly, like
belowbelow
on theon the
ParisianParisian
""voievoie
PompidouPompidou““
freeway...freeway...
along thealong the
Seine:Seine:
"Paris-"Paris-plageplage““
in summer!in summer!

City of Paris

Cete de Lyon


